Une petite fille qui connait l'épreuve...

K ATERI e Alors qu’elle a 4 ans, une épidémie de petite
vérole frappe son village: ses parents meurent

de cette maladie.
e Tékakwitha elle-méme en reste marquée: ses yeux

) sont affaiblis, sa santé demeurera fragile.
UNE AMERINDIENNE
DONT ON PARLE ENCORE... (1656-1680) e Elle est incomprise de sa parenté et de ses

compagnes du village.

Une anticonformiste?

e Bien qu’elle participe a la vie iroquoise, son intérét
pour la foi chrétienne demande qu’elle secoue les
idées regues chez les Indiens de I'époque.

e Plus encore, sa décision de ne pas se marier, de se
consacrer a son Dieu, surprend son entourage.

e Kateri, pour poursuivre son idéal, doit prendre
ses distances par rapport aux siens.

“Elle quitte son village...”"

: Kateri est morte il y a 300 ans;
*:On en parle encore aujourd’hui,
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Un attachement personnel et quotidien a Jésus

e Sa devise: “Qui m’apprendra ce qu’il y a de plus agréable a
Dieu pour que je le fasse?”

e Elle participe fréquemment aux offices; sa priére est simple,

° Apres une longue préparatlon, elle est baptlsee a PR Tt
da, :

; aques 1676 elle s’ appellera Kateri.
‘ e Elle fait le voeu de virginité et se consacre a Dieu, sans

,‘ t ir religi .
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L’histoire de Kateri, 1'his-
toire d’une vie simple et
engagée a la fois, a provo-
qué la fondation d'une
communauté cloitrée de
religieuses Indiennes au
Mexique.
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Pour tout renseignement
sur Kateri Tékakwitha ou
sur sa béatification, on
peut s’adresser au

Centre Kateri
A )
Caghnawaga,
Québec JOL 1B0



A young girl of great tribulations...

o At her tender age of four, she lost her parents
due to an epidemic which struck her village.

BATERI
TERAEWITHA

AN AMERIDIAN....
...WE STILL REMEMBER

e She was to bear the consequences all her life:
very poor eyesight and feeble health.

e Her relatives and friends did not appreciate her.

(1656-1680) |

Non Conformist?

e She continued to participate in her Mohawk
life but her ardent desire for the christian faith
meant giving up all she had.

e Her choice for a life of celibacy and dedication
for God meant loosing her ties.

e She had eventually to take distance from home.

St. Francis Xavier Mission, Caughnawaga

We still have her in mind,
Why?

Her ultimate Goal: Christian Life to the full

e During her adolescence she already had the
conviction for a binding choice.

e After a long preparation, she was baptised on
Easter 1676, at Fonda, with the name Kateri.

e Marginalized because of her faith, she was forced
to depart from her village. She lived near
Kanawake (Caughnawaga) at St. Francis Xavier
Mission.

Talented and Tenacious

e A wonderful cook and excellent with her hands.

e She prepared herself for the sacrements daily
with much care and attention — to the amaze-
ment of the jesuit missionaries.

e Not only did she perform her daily domestic
tasks with regularity and excellence but also her
prayer life as well.



her daily conipaﬁion

e Her motto: “Who would
tell me what the best
is for the Lord... so that
I may do it.”

e The simplicity
of her prayers
and her interiority
were daily and devout.

e Without joining
the religious life
she vowed to
live all the rest of
her life in chastity.

e She died
at the age of 24: in Peace.
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For further information about Kateri, please
: contact:

The life history of Kateri, because of its simplicity Kateri Center,
and faithfulness, became the inspiration for a

~ contemplative community of Indian sisters of Mexico P.O. Box 70,

~ to come into existence. Caughnawaga, Quebec JOL 1BO
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